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Five Minutes’ Advice To Prayerless Persons and Families
“Thou castest off fear, and restrainest prayer before God.”
— JOB 15:4
I consider prayer less hearts as so many defenseless citadels, lying open and exposed to the incursion of every foe; whereas the houses of the truly devout are like castles in which the Lord dwells, and which are garrisoned with the Divine Presence.
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FIVE MINUTES ADVICE
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The great and pressing claims of prayer, considered as  a means of grace, are so fully allowed by every one of common sense and common reason to be positive and indispensable, that there can be but one character upon earth who will presume to question or deny them. He, and he only, will do it, who hath thrown off all sense of religion, and hath dared to say with his mouth, what hitherto the fool hath only ventured to suggest in his heart that “there is no God.” 
It is not, therefore, to confirm the positiveness of the duty, neither is it to give conviction of what no reasonable man can want to be convinced of, that these Five Minutes’ Advice are offered; but it is to warn those who profess in words to believe, but neglect; to carry it into practice, that something more is necessary than the mere consent of the understanding, in the great concerns of religion.
Among many apparently well-disposed persons, there are not a few who are, like Agrippa, but almost Christians; and, among others, the numbers are, perhaps; as many who, like Nicodemus, though they own Christ in their hearts, are afraid to profess him openly. Would to God the former would seriously consider the extreme folly of halting between two opinions, and that the latter would frequently place before him those awful sentences pronounced by the blessed Author of our religion on this culpable timidity:—“He that denieth me before men, shall be denied before the angels of God, and whosoever shall be ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father, with the holy angels.”1
An awakened sense of the infinite importance of the great duty of prayer; an increasing apprehension of the danger of living without it; a serious concern for the souls of all such unthinking characters; and an earnest desire of contributing; though in the smallest degree, as an instrument in the Divine Hand, to stir up the minds of men to a proper regard to it; these are the causes which have prompted the author of this little work to try somewhat out of the common way, in order to awaken; if possible, a spirit of piety in the land;—and may He, who alone can give energy to what is said, bless the labors to the end intended!
The writer presumes, that “Five Minutes Advice” on so important a subject, cannot be considered tedious by any one; and he presumes also, that the most busy life will not complain much of the impertinence of so short an interruption; and, if he were to add any thing further to these considerations, by way of gaining the indulgence of a favourable hearing, he would say moreover, that as the object in view, in giving the advice here offered, does not proceed from any interested views in the writer, he should suppose there would need no stronger reason to persuade the reader to regard it.
My brother, consider well these arguments before thou refuse the advice here offered thee; and do not turn from it with a fastidious indifference and disregard. Alas! if the world could but see the thick film of prejudices with which the eye of the understanding, in a state of nature, is darkened, how gladly would they accept of any help which might place them in the way of its removal! 
The almost Christians, like Agrippa, who were just now mentioned, and the half-believers, like Nicodemus, both, need nothing more than the frequent recollection of the unpardonable duplicity of an unsettled and wavering conduct; and of the increased condemnation which must finally fall on such in the great day of account. Reader, art thou ashamed of prayer?—ashamed of that which is the distinguishing character of man, and the noblest privilege with which he is furnished? Anticipate, I beseeeh [beg] thee, that hour when the shame will be on the opposite side of the question; when it will not be the shame of man; of a poor fleeting creature of a day, like thyself; but the shame of an offended God, an injured Redeemer, and the presence of the whole world of congregated beings, at the judgment-seat of Christ!
But while the author of this little work looks up to God with an eye of humble supplication, that his grace may bless these considerations to both these sorts of prayerless persons, he cannot but more earnestly implore the Divine Goodness that they may affect prayerless families. 
It is to rouse inconsiderate, unnatural, and thoughtless fathers, parents, and masters, for which these hints are given:—it is to convince them of their iniquity and their danger; for to their shameful neglect of this necessary duty, must, in a great measure, be ascribed the prevalence of profaneness and impiety which abound in life; and, oh! that all such would but duly consider what a brutal part they are acting towards those whom the ties of nature and affection have so intimately linked together, that they should be so anxious as they are to see them “labouring for the meat that perisheth,” and not bestow a thought or concern how they may obtain “that bread which endureth to everlasting life!”2
Reader, art thou a parent, a father, or a master? Awake to the duties of these high characters! Consider the souls of thy household as entrusted in some sort to thee, and suffer not “those souls to perish” through thy neglect, for whom Christ died. How agonizing will be the interview between such cruel and irreligious parents and their unhappy children at the last day! What dreadful reproaches! How painful the accusations which the children will throw upon them! And with what a piercing bitterness will the sound of their cries enter into their ears! and let it be observed that these matters will be in an increased proportion of evil between those tender relations, where the parent hath attended to every thing in this life for his child’s interest but the “one thing needful.”3 The more solicitous and provident he hath proved, as the father and the friend, in the concern of this world’s good, the more bitter will be the reflection, for not having regarded the important concerns of a better. Let the mind conceive, if possible, the horrors with which the prayerless father will hear the accusation from the son or daughter of his own bosom, in terms perhaps like these:—“Ah, cruel parent! was this the seeming tenderness with which you studied my happiness in yonder world, in contriving every amusement and pleasure for my enjoyment, while leaving me ignorant of that in which alone true happiness is founded, and for the want of which I am miserable forever?” 
Reader, art thou a parent? and dost thou call thyself a tender parent? wouldest thou be displeased to be accused of inattention to thy children’s welfare? Attend, then, to that which concerns their welfare indeed! even their eternal welfare; and know, that void of this, though thou labor night and day for their earthly comfort, and though thou leave behind thee the riches worldly possessions to thy children, and to thy children’s children, yet art thou infinitely worse and more foolish than the senseless ostrich of the wilderness, who “leaveth her eggs in the dust,”4 and is regardless of every attention to her young. Oh, may the eye that reads this, if he stands neither of the relative situations of the head of a family, and among the unhappy characters who neglect household devotion, be awakened to an instant discharge of it! and may the prime mover and hearer of all prayer be graciously pleased to pour out the Spirit of supplication upon him from on high!
But perhaps thou art one, of those who art so far awakened as to feel an anxiety for thy own personal salvation, and art attending upon the means of grace thyself, but hast not set up religion in thine house. This is one of those unaccountable problems which excites the wonder of men and angels; what a contradiction is such a man’s life to himself! Anxious to discharge one duty, and neglectful of all the rest! In secret serving God, but ashamed to do it openly! It would be a most unnecessary service to offer any argument upon this point. A moment’s reflection is enough to convince every man of this complexion both of his iniquity and his danger. Awake, awake, therefore, from this delusion, and let not the fear of Man any longer bring a snare. Attend only to that cutting expostulation of God by the prophet, which is enough to drive out all lesser fears: “Who art thou that thou shouldst be afraid of a man that shall die, and, the son of man which shall be as grass and forgettest the Lord thy Maker?”5 May this awful consideration be so accompanied with divine grace as to operate to the purpose intended!
I fear the five minutes I requested, is nearly, if not quite exhausted, and therefore, reader, I take my leave. Farewell! Let not a stranger, and perhaps unknown; feel this concern for thy eternal salvation, and thou remain uninterested. Add but thy prayer to his, and God will bless the means to the end intended: and however the fashion of the world may be against this great duty (a world whose customs are declared enmity to God;) however “fools make a mock of sin, and scorners delight in scorning,” let nothing intimidate thee from taking up the resolution of Joshua, and saying “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”6
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To assist in the execution of this desirable purpose; and that none may want a proper form of devotion, here are added short Prayers both for morning and evening service in a family, and also an additional help for the Lord’s Day. They are not given as perfect models, but merely as helps to devotion. The great principles, by which the christian religion is peculiarly distinguished, are carefully preserved in them; and though they are by no means meant to fetter the spirit of piety to those who need no form of prayer, yet it is to be hoped they will answer the purpose to those that do. Gladly would the author throw them aside, was that blessed effect more generally manifested in the world, which is promised of God, when “a Spirit of grace shall be poured out from the Lord”; and when the Spirit shall so plentifully be helping our infirmities, as to teach us in our home of devotion, what to speak; for we know not what we should pray for as we ought; but, in the mean time, we are admonished not to despise the day of small things. 
Such as they are, they are humbly offered to those who may stand in need of helps of this nature; and the author can only earnestly pray to God that a divine blessing, like that which distinguished the fleece of Gideon, by the dew falling upon it, while all the earth around was without moisture, may be sensibly felt by “all that in every place call upon the name of the Lord Jesus;” distinguishing them from those prayerless families who live “without God in the world,” and lie down and rise up like the herd of the stall, never saying “Where is God our Maker?”
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It would, perhaps, much conduce to the infusing a spirit of piety in a family (and especially among. the younger branches of it) if a short Admonition was sometimes made use of by the head of it, before the Prayers were begun. Such, for example, as the following:— 
“We are going to take upon us, who are but sinful dust and ashes, to speak unto the High and Holy One, who inhabiteth Eternity; who dwelleth in that light which no man can approach to; and to whose mercy-seat we cannot draw nigh but through the merits and intercession of our ever-blessed Redeemer: with what reverence and godly fear ought we to approach him! Let our souls be awfully impressed with becoming sentiments of the lowest humility; and let us beg of God, that such a sense of his divine Majesty may possess every faculty of our nature, that, we may never be in danger of “drawing nigh unto him with our month, and honouring him with our lips, while our hearts are far from him.”
“With every holy disposition of soul, and with a lively faith in God’s mercy, through Christ, let us now fall upon our knees, and present our supplications at the footstool of his grace.”

MORNING PRAYER FOR A FAMILY
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O Lord God, most high, most holy, and most gracious,—the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of our, nature,—the King Eternal, Immortal, Invisible, the only wise God. 
We draw nigh to thee through the prevailing intercession, and atoning merits of Christ!—and as we approach thy awful presence, Lord, quicken us by thy Holy Spirit to call upon thy name! Put words into our mouth, that the words of our mouth and the meditation of our hearts may be always acceptable in thy sight!
We desire to adore thy divine Majesty, and to worship thee with humble reverence! Thou art infinitely wise, powerful, and gracious,—far above all our highest thoughts; and above all our warmest praises! But we implore grace to present our morning sacrifice of thanksgiving, that thou hast brought us to the light of another day, and raised us from the bed of sleep in peace and safety. Praised be thy goodness, O God, for these and all our other undeserved mercies! Let our souls praise the Lord, and all that is within us bless his holy name!
But when, from considering the greatness and goodness of thy nature, we return to the recollection of ourselves, how utterly unworthy are we to come into thy holy presence! Thou art in Heaven, and we upon earth. Our being is but of yesterday, and our foundation in the dust. Born in sin, and living in transgression, how have we offended from our childhood to this very hour, by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us!
But, Lord, take away the guilt of our sins by the atoning merits of Christ’s blood! Subdue the power of our iniquities by thy holy Spirit. Pity, O heavenly Father, the blindness of our nature, and the corruption of our hearts! Work in us sincere repentance: it is thou only that canst give us this gift, or renew a right spirit within us. Form us after thine own image, which was lost by the sin of our first parents, and preserve us from all the dangers to which we are exposed, amidst the several enemies of our salvation!
Let thy providences be all sanctified, whether of affliction or prosperity;—let thy mercies draw us nearer to thyself; and let thy chastisements have this intended effect upon our hearts, to wean us from sin, to mortify us to the world, and to keep us in a constant readiness to depart from it.
If it be thy blessed will, continue to us the mercies of health and prosperity, and give us grace in the midst of all to expect and to be ready for a change; and, as in a day or an hour, our prosperity may be turned into adversity, our health into pining sickness, and our very life into death,—O, merciful Lord, establish us, we pray thee, in Christ Jesus; seal us for thy faithful people; give us the earnest of thy Holy Spirit, and let “holiness to the Lord” be inscribed upon all we are, and all we do or say; Lord, strengthen us this day mightily by thy Spirit in the inner man!—whatever temptations we may meet with from the world, from the powers of darkness, or in ourselves, enable; us to overcome!—and do thou keep us by thy grace, both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls! 
As we are required, so would we cheerfully testify a true and christian love and charity to the whole race of men, by remembering them in our prayers. O thou Almighty Maker of the spirits of all flesh, look down and pity a lost, miserable world! Send the light of thy gospel into, the dark corners of the earth, until thou hast brought all to the knowledge of the truth, and made every knee to bend to the name of Jesus! Particularly bless the preaching of righteousness in this land, to which we belong! May the purity of our faith be manifested by the piety of our lives! and may we live as the redeemed of the Lord!—all while we pray for the people of this land, we would yet more immediately desire a blessing on this our house and family! That thou, who makest men to be of one mind in a house, wouldst inspire all the members of it with a spirit of love and concord; and let this benefit be always produced from our prayers, that we may rise from our knees with such refreshments of grace as may manifest to each other, and to the world, that a true spirit of piety lives in our souls, by that spirit of love and unity with which, as brethren, we dwell together!
Comfort and protect all our absent friends and benefactors! Sanctify to them their condition, whatever it may be; visit and relieve the oppressed; pity, Lord, and in thy own appointed time relieve the sick, and sanctify the afflictions of their bodies to the endless comfort of their souls; instruct the ignorant, reclaim the disobedient, and them that are out of the way, and let sinners be converted unto thee. Bless our enemies, and do good to them that hate us! and bring into the bonds of christian fellowship all that are at variance, that it may be known whose disciples we are by our love to one another!
Finally, Lord, while we thus implore the continuance of mercies, accept all that our cold hearts can offer of thankfulness for those already received; for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of our lives; but, above all, for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ!
Accept all our petitions through his prevailing name and powerful intercession; to whom, with thee, and the Holy Ghost, we desire to ascribe all praise, and glory, and honour, both now and forever! Amen.
Our Father which art in heaven, &c.7
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ &c.

MORNING PRAYER FOR THE LORD’S DAY
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Blessed Lord, who hast graciously set apart this sacred day, which thou hast called by thine own most holy name, as a day of rest and refreshment to man, to call off his attention from those perishing objects around him, and in a more immediate manner to direct his thoughts toward thee and his future state; we praise thy merciful appointment, and acknowledge our sense of thy great goodness in granting to us a return of this holy day for those blessed purposes! Give us grace to improve it to the everlasting comfort of our souls. Help us to commemorate afresh this day the rising of our blessed Redeemer from the grave! and may our hearts arise from the dead and unprofitable things of this world, to ascend with him in holy contemplation to that glorious place, where he sitteth at the right hand of God! Never can we sufficiently adore the bounties of thy Providence, that thou hast granted to poor sinful creatures, in these regions of darkness, such a day of light and joy, whereby we have an opportunity of imitating the heavenly host, while assembling in thine house of prayer, with one heart and voice to worship God through Jesus Christ.
Banish from our souls, this holy morning, every vain thought and worldly concern, that we may begin this day with God, and go through it under an abiding sense of thy continual presence.
Praised be thy forbearance; that we are alive this day! that, while others are tossing upon the beds of sickness, and cut off from the assembly of thy people, thou hast granted to us the favour of going with the multitude into the house of God, and uniting in the voice of prayer among such as keep holy this day; and that we have one sabbath more allotted to us to prepare for the eternal sabbath of Heaven.
Lord, impart thy grace to our souls, that this sacred day may not be added to the many we have spent improperly! How often have we passed those holy days in a total neglect of the duty intended! and; instead of dedicating them to thine honour, have consumed them in idleness and folly! How often, even in the seemingly better application, have we rushed into the courts of thy house and the place where thine honour dwelleth, without a thought or reflection on the greatness of the Being whose presence we were approaching! And how very often, while our bodies have been present before thee, and our lips uttering words of prayer, have our souls been wandering among the things of the world, neither has God been in all our thoughts!
Pardon, gracious God, all that is past, and give us grace, that we may be no longer among the drowsy, the idle, and forgetful hearers of thy word; and that the vanities of this life may not call away our eyes: or our hearts from attending to thee, the Supreme Object of devotion.
Go with us to thy holy temple, and may we always find thy presence in the assemblies of thy peoples! Let thy Holy Spirit be powerfully assisting all the ministers and stewards of thy word throughout the world; that some souls may be gathered to Christ every sabbath! Particularly bless his ministry under whom we are placed; and as thou hast ordained that the ‘priests’ lips should retain knowledge, and the people should seek the law at their mouths,” do then fill them, O God, with knowledge and sound doctrine, that they may not preach themselves, but Christ the Lord!
And as the public ministration of thy holy word employs but a small portion of this sacred day, enable us, O Lord, to fill it up with private duties, and to be careful of applying every portion of times so precious to the best of purposes. In retirement and abstraction from the world; in prayer and self-examination, let our souls delight; not “doing our own may, not finding our own pleasure, nor speaking our own words;” and not going into the idle customs of unprofitable visits, and the like, which distinguish men of this world from sincere lovers of God.
And, finally, gracious God, grant that both our public duties at thy temple, and our private meditations and sacred employments at home, may all serve to lead our souls to him who is the Author and Finisher of our faith, the Lamb that was slain, and hath redeemed us unto thee by his blood, and through whom alone we seek acceptance and salvation! To him, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all glory and honour, in all churches of the saints, now and for evermore! Amen.

EVENING PRAYER 
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Great and glorious Lord of heaven and earth, behold thy poor creatures of the dust approaching thy divine presence, to present our evening sacrifice and thanksgiving for the mercies of the day past, and the whole of our lives, and to implore thy protection through the night! We humbly desire to call upon thee, thou almighty Lord, through the atoning merits and intercession of Jesus Christ! We adore thy great goodness, manifested to us, in that we yet live monuments of thy long-suffering and forbearance, and are permitted to call upon thy holy name! Most justly might we have been cut off from the land of the living for, our manifold transgressions, had thy ways been as our ways, and thy thoughts like our thoughts; and long since have been past the power of offering any prayers to thy Divine Majesty; but thou art a God of mercy, therefore thy grace is still continued towards us. Oh, that we may now find grace in thy sight! We desire, with the lowliest prostration of soul and body, to confess our manifold offences before thee, and to smite upon our breasts humbly imploring that thou wouldst be merciful to us miserable sinners.
Had we only the sins and errors of the past day to answer for, yet even this day’s account would make us stand condemned before thee. But our transgressions have been multiplying from our childhood to this hour. We have sinned against the clear knowledge of thy will, often in the midst of the tendered expressions of thy mercy; against all thy inviting promises, thy awful warnings, and thy fatherly visitation against the powerful corrections of thy Holy Spirit, and all the mercies provided for us in the blood of Christ. Lord, we are unworthy to come before thee; and were it not that even a sense of our sins can only come from the blessed teachings of thy Holy Spirit, we should not have the confidence any more to pray unto God.
But when we look up through that channel of grace and mercy opened to sinners in the atonement and righteousness of Christ, we are encouraged to draw nigh, and to plead this before thee, as the means of acceptance Oh, sprinkle our consciences with that blood of cleansing which speaketh better things than the blood of Abel; clothe our souls with that robe of righteousness which is found only in the perfect obedience of Jesus Christ our Lord; and let our whole hope and dependance be in him, who of God is made to us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption!
Accompany thy pardoning mercy with thy purifying grace; and as our Lord Jesus Christ died for sin to condemn sin in the flesh, enable us to die unto sin and to live unto righteousness. Help us, O Lord, thou God of all power, and might, to put off the old man, which is corrupt according the deceitful lusts, and to put on the new man, which is created in righteousness and holiness.
O give us a, new heart, and renew a right spirit within us! Wean our souls from all the pomps and pleasures, from all the vanities and honours, and from all the enjoyments of flesh and appetite, in this transitory state of things, and make us hunger and thirst after righteousness, until we wake up after thy likeness, to be fully satisfied with it.
Impress us continually with that great truth, that the gaining of the whole world would be a miserable recompense for the loss of the soul; and, oh! let that solemn account we must all, ere long, give before the judgment-seat of Christ, so influence all our thoughts, and words, and actions, that when the moment shall come that Christ shall appear to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all that believe, we may be able to cry out with holy rapture “Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will save us!—this is the Lord, we will be glad, and rejoice in his salvation!”
We humbly commit ourselves, our friends, our relations, our neighbors, and all that call upon the name of the Lord, to thy merciful protection this night! The darkness is no darkness with thee; but the night is as clear as the day. Defend, we beseech thee, our persons, our dwellings, and our property, from all danger. Refresh us with such sleep, that the wearied limbs of the body may be so comforted and prepared to act with the vigor of the mind, that when the morning shall again dawn upon us, together with opening the eyes of the body to the light of a new day, we may open the eyes of the soul to the renewed light of thy grace!—or, if it be thy blessed will, that our sleep may be the sleep of death, let our souls be found among those who sleep in Jesus; and may all thy providences be sanctified with thy blessing and thy grace, that if we live, we may live to the Lord; and if we die, we may die to the Lord; so that, living or dying, we may be the Lord’s!
After the many supplications we have presumed to make for the mercies we want, let a sense of the many we enjoy make us ever grateful for those already received! We bow with thankfulness for the mercies of ease and health, which thou hast been pleased to give us; for the comforts of the day past, and for the many providences bestowed upon us through life, but above all, these mercies which, great and undeserved as they are, are yet but temporal; we wish to express still more devout thanksgiving for, those which are eternal; for all the wonders of thy grace; that such a redemption is provided for fallen man, in the death of the Son of God; and, oh the abundant goodness manifested to our souls! that while so many millions are born, and live, and die in ignorance of this unspeakable gift of heaven, thou hast revealed unto us this knowledge in the face of Jesus Christ! 
Accept all that poor sinful creatures of the dust, can offer of acknowledgment, and let our prayers, both of supplication and thanksgiving, come up before the throne of thy grace, through the sole merits and intercession of Jesus Christ!
Our Father, &c.8
The Lord bless us and keep us!—the Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon us, and give us peace, now and for evermore! Amen.
EVENING PRAYER FOR THE LORD’S DAY
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Ever blessed and gracious God, praised be thy goodness that thou hast fed thy unworthy creatures with that bread of life which came down from heaven, and of which whoever eateth shall never hunger! Surrounded as thou art with all the heavenly host of innumerable angels in thy courts above, yet have the doors of thine house below been opened this day; and sinners invited to enter in, to imitate the same delightful employment of praising thee through Jesus Christ!
Lord, we bless thee for every portion of power or ability which thou hast imparted, by which we have been enabled to hear thy word, and to have our souls quickened to any devotion. All the sincere breathings of our souls toward thee must come from thy mercy: it is thou that must first put into our hearts good desires; and it is thou only that canst bring the same to good effect! We adore the riches of thy grace, if we have been enabled to spend this holy day in any manner profitable to ourselves, or to the promotion of thy glory and honour! If we have been more convinced this day of the great evil of sin, and the sad corruption of our nature,—if we have seen it represented in stronger colors, and every self-exalting thought has been brought down to the ground, and we have been led to behold, with increased faith that Lamb of God which alone “taketh away the sins of the world.”—
Carry on the good work, Lord we beseech thee, continually in our souls; and though the day be almost ended, let not the work of it be in vain! Let thy holy Spirit constantly bring to our remembrance the sacred instruction which we have heard in thy house; and as far as thy ministers have spoken agreeably to thy word, let our souls retain and improve it! Let the truths of thy holy word be our continual study and delight!—give us grace to meditate on them both day and night,—both when we lie down,—and when we rise up! Suffer not the enemies of our salvation, the world, the flesh, or the devil, to take them out of our minds; neither let the concerns of this life, the lusts of the flesh, or the suggestions of Satan, render them useless and unprofitable; but, like good seed sown in good ground, let them spring up and flourish under the dew of thy blessing!
Pardon, Lord, the imperfections and transgressions of this day,—the dulness of our hearts under all the quickening ordinances of thy grace, and the wanderings of our mind, amongst the vanities of life, even in the place where thine honour dwelleth. Oh, when shall we come to join that holy assembly above, where not a single being feels an absent affection in all the innumerable multitude!
Let the serious impressions this day wrought upon our souls never be effaced; and, oh, may thy grace increase them more and more! May we return to the world like new beings, fortified with the love of God, and wearing the armour of our salvation!—and may every returning sabbath bring with it the blessings of thy Holy Spirit!
O may the name of Jesus have been glorified this day far and near!—and may many have been brought to bend their knee to his most holy name, and to have felt the power of Christ in their hearts! Hasten the time, Lord, which thou hast promised concerning thy church, when the fulness of the Gentiles shall be completed, and all Israel shall be saved,—when the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be exalted above the hills, and the whole earth be filled with the glory of the Lord!
May thy praise and thy love, thy power, thy glory, and righteousness of thy kingdom, be most in our thoughts!—and may we daily grow in grace and in the knowledge and love of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, till we come to our future and eternal state, to join the society of pure worshippers in an everlasting sabbath, where we shall no longer need the use of means, but receive the end of our faith, even the salvation of our souls!—where we shall no-longer serve God as at a distance, but see him face to face, and for ever sing praises to God and the Lamb!
To Him who loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,—to Him, with the Father and the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all honour and glory, now and for evermore!
Our Father, &c.9
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all, henceforth and for ever! Amen.
 

FRAGMENT
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As it is very possible that this little work may fall into the hands of a pious as well as a prayerless reader, in order that the perusal of it may not be altogether unprofitable to one of this complexion also, the author would beg to subjoin an observation on the great subject of prayer, which he is led to believe is but too generally overlooked and forgotten, even by devout persons in the exercise of this important duty. The circumstance to which he alludes is, the neglect of uniting watchfulness with prayer, or, in other words, first waiting the favourable moment in seasons of devotion for making our requests known unto God, and then attending upon the Lord in humility of heart and watchfulness after prayer, for the fulfilment of God’s gracious promises.
It was not, certainly, without a special relation to these points that the great Redeemer so earnestly commanded his disciples to watch and pray, and though, indeed, this precept was given upon a particular occasion, yet that our blessed Lord did not intend it in any confined sense, is evident from the connection which the apostle Paul makes of both duties, when enjoining the Colossians to “continue instant in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving.” From whence it should seem very plain, that a truly pious soul is to watch before prayer, that “a spirit of grace and supplication may be poured upon him from the Lord;” by which alone his devotions can ascend, through the Redeemer’s name, a grateful offering before God; and after prayer, like the prophet, he is “to get upon the watch tower,” to see what the Lord will say in answer to his petition; for without the one, a man will be in danger of praying unassisted by grace, and follow the indiscretion of those whom Jesus reproved “in knowing not what they asked;” and without the other, it is impossible to know whether the mercies implored are granted or not. It was probably with an eye to this, the prophet Isaiah was instructed to deliver that precept: “Keep silence before me, O islands, and let the people renew their strength. Let them come near, then let them speak.”
This great principle of watchfulness in devotion, which as a duty hath the sanction both of Christ and his apostle in the appointment of it, and, in respect of usefulness and importance, carries with it its own recommendation, is what the author of this little tract wishes to place in that point of view which may best engage the observation, and induce the practice of every pious reader, and under both considerations it is so self-evident and essential to the very spirit of piety, that it is only astonishing how it should ever escape the notice, or not attract the warmest regard to every devout mind.
We pray God, either for general mercies or for particular blessings, and such as we stand in need of; and the very application supposes that we earnestly desire (if consistent with the Divine will) to obtain what we ask. But how strange is it then, that as soon as we have finished our devotions; and made known our requests unto God, we arise from our knees, seemingly as regardless of the event, and un-watchful of the divine pleasure, concerning the object of our requests, as though we had not implored and were unconcerned to obtain! Doth such a conduct correspond with the idea of prayer? Is it thus that we ask from one another in the circumstances of common life, a supply to our several necessities? Look at the poorest beggar which ever haunted the rich man’s gate for charity! Suppose, when he has knocked at the door, as soon as it is opened to him, and he hath made known his request, he should hasten away without waiting for an answer, what should we think of the absurdity of such conduct? and how should we condemn the inconsistency of his behaviour? Could the beggar in this case expect, or would he be capable of receiving the alms he implored?—and yet in fact does not every man the same who knocks at the gate of heaven, and implores mercy at the throne of grace, but waits not the event of his application? Surely, we are all beggars in this sense before God, and are infinitely more inexcusable than him who asks for alms of his fellow‐creatures upon earth, if we use less importunity in our petitions, or are tired of waiting in our prayers, when we draw nigh the great Father of mercies, who is always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and wont to give, more than either we desire or deserve.
Indeed, as a farther proof of the importance of this great duty of watchfulness, and as an additional motive to the performance of it, may it not be said that the blessings we ask from God are, in a certain sense, suspended upon our expectation and faith in receiving them? For when the great Redeemer promised that “if we ask we shall receive, if we seek we shall find, and if we knock at the gate of mercy it shall opened,” he connects with it the necessity of depending upon God to receive the blessings we implore; and adds, that all things whatsoever we ask believing, we shall receive; so that from hence we are taught, that the reception of the mercies we implore doth not depend so much upon the divine disposition to give as on the frame of our mind for receiving. “All things (as Christ elsewhere observes) are possible to him that believeth.” To the same purport is the direction of his apostle John—“This is the confidence,” says he, “that we have in Him, that if we ask any thing according to his will he heareth us; and if we know that he heareth us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desire of him;” and yet, if possible, more express to the point is the apostle James. He is speaking indeed of one particular gift of God; but which may, by a parity of reasoning, be applied to all:—“If any of you,” says he, “lack wisdom, let him ask of him that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him; but let him ask in faith, nothing wavering; for he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea, driven with the wind and tossed. Let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of God.” From all which nothing can be more clear and evident, than that the great duty of watchfulness, or humble waiting upon the Lord, forms a very considerable part in the faithful discharge of devotion; and if, we hope to receive any thing from God, the blessings and mercies we ask for through grace must be looked for in watchfulness.
It ought not to be omitted also, as a conclusive argument in favour of the duty recommended, that it is impossible to praise God with a thankful heart for the innumerable mercies he is unremittingly bestowing upon mankind, or bless him for his promises when fulfilled, but in the exercise of it. By virtue of the divine promises it is that we are encouraged to make application to heaven with the confidence of success; and as by the promises the Lord graciously condescends to become a debtor (if the expression be warrantable) to his creatures, it certainly is an act of justice, as well as duty, to watch and observe, when at any time these promises are fulfilled, in order that a proper acknowledgment may be made accordingly.
Can we in fact ever make a suitable return without it? Ought not God to be as much regarded when completing his gracious promises, as the obligation between man and man, when fulfilled, is confessed and allowed?—and shall this bountiful hand be for ever stretched forth in performing acts of grace agreeably to his divine promises, and yet be for ever hidden from our inattentive view, unobserved and unacknowledged? Surely, it must be the duty and it ought to be the highest comfort to every just and grateful mind, in those who are daily and hourly petitioning at the throne of grace, to watch also in their prayers, by way of making daily and hourly acknowledgements for mercies received; and it is a conduct so truly right and becoming, that, like all others, where duty and advantage are blended together, it brings with it its own reward; and it is a maxim of unquestionable truth never to be forgotten, that he who thus watches providence will never want a providence to watch him.
It will be a matter of real joy to the heart of the author of this Fragment, if any thing here said shall, under the divine blessing, serve to instruct any gracious soul in the great duty of watchfulness in prayer, and lead him; more closely to the practice of it. Reader, how art thou affected with these things? and what is thy conduct concerning this duty? Bring home the observations here offered thee to thine own experience; and may He, who is the Giver of all grace, enable thee “to continue constant in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving!”
 

TEN MINUTES’ RECOMMENDATION
Private Prayer, Considered as to its Pleasures and Advantages
“There are no images or figures here below, sufficiently expressive to describe the solid and substantial pleasures of private devotion. Neither can language adequately convey the happiness that soul experiences, who, by constant communion with God, hath learned to realize Divine Presence in all the occurrences of life.”
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The obligation incumbent upon every man to the observance of daily worship and family prayer, hath already made the subject of a former treatise. Five Minutes’ Advice was humbly offered to the thoughtless and inconsiderate upon this topic; in which was proposed to their serious consideration, the very pressing claims which are upon them to the duty as a duty, and the very awful responsibility in which every one is involved concerning it. And more especially, such as are placed at the heads of houses, were solemnly reminded of this weighty concern; not only as being interested for their own everlasting welfare, but for the welfare of those immortal souls ever whom they exercise a kind of spiritual guardianship. There was nothing knowingly, omitted in that little tract, which five minutes, could furnish, for the purpose of persuasion, in order to prevail upon the several readers before whom it might appear, to comply with the advice there given; but every argument and motive which seemed likely to operate upon rational and accountable creatures was brought before them, and enforced upon their consciences in the plainest and most affectionate terms possible. 
I was led to hope, that, among prayerless persons and families, the adopting a habit of worship, in a family way, might, as any other ordinary means of grace, be blessed of the Lord, however unconscious the several branches of the household might be in what the spirit of prayer consisted; and that here, as in a thousand other instances, that Scripture might be fulfilled in the experience of some,—“I am found of them that sought me not.” What the event of that application hath already been, or may hereafter be, must be left, like all other cases where advice only can be administered, to the good pleasure of Almighty God: the province of man can extend no farther. It is the peculiar prerogative of God to give success to every ministration. He hath reserved to himself this efficient blessing; and we have the sacred treasure of his Holy Word in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. It was in an humble dependance upon his divine aid, that that feeble work was undertaken and sent abroad into the world, confiding in the pleasing hope that the blessing of God might rest upon it. And however unusual it may be to notice it again in this place, I cannot, while the recollection of it is present on my mind, wholly suppress the rising prayer, that it may go forth in the strength of the Lord God, and be like “the bow” we read of in Scripture, “which turned not back, and the sword which returned not empty.” May the Lord mercifully grant that a divine blessing may never cease to follow it wheresoever a divine providence shall cause it to Come! but that it may prosper in his Almighty hand, and accomplish the thing where unto he is pleased to send it! 
But, my christian brother, the present feeble work now presented before you, is intended to answer another, and, if possible, so far as it concerns your own personal salvation, an higher and more interesting purpose. The former aimed at nothing more than to induce a spirit of piety among the several branches of a family; trusting, that where God was pleased to permit the means of grace to come, the end also might be attained, through his blessing resting upon it; and that our dwellings might be established in peace, when, like the man of Uz (Job 1:5) we sanctify our households in the daily sacrifice of prayer. And what father is there that can reflect for a moment only on the near and dear ties of kindred in which we are linked in the present world, and especially if he connects with it the recollection of a future and eternal state, who can resist the affectionate claim? 
But however interesting, in a relative sense, the obligations of family worship may be, the present subject I am now upon becomes yet more persuasive and animating; for here the matter comes home individually to every man’s own bosom. It interests by the strongest of all arguments; and appeals to the heart for attention by the most powerful of all motives, as it regards our own everlasting happiness in that day when all the connections of this life shall be over, and all human affinities shall have ceased; when our several relations in heaven will be similar to what our blessed Lord’s was upon earth: “that they who are accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, the same will be our brothers, and sisters, and mothers!” 
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I shall assume it for a principle, that this little tract finds my reader in the habitual practice of daily devotion;—that, either influenced by the arguments proposed to his consideration in the former “Five Minutes’ Advice,” or convinced by an High of Authority, arising from divine grace in the heart, whether he be appointed by Providence at the head of a family, or be only an individual of it, he is faithful and conscientious in the stated exercise of this important duty. The first page, therefore, of my present address will naturally begin where the former left off. I am now, agreeably to the title of this little pamphlet, about to speak, by way of recommendation, of the pleasures and advantages of private prayer.
Suffer me, then, my brother, with the freedom of one whose sole object in the question aims at nothing but your happiness, to ask, are you acquainted with private prayer? Do you know what it is to enjoy a personal acquaintance with God? Have you been brought acquainted with God in his threefold personality of character, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost?—Whenever we speak of God as God, he is always to be considered in this point of view:—for this knowledge of God can be the only foundation for a real acquaintance with him. And when the soul is awakened to a proper apprehension of God, in this threefold personality of character, as more immediately manifested in the great work of our salvation, then the enjoyment of God, in the sweet and retired moments of life, in a personal acquaintance with him, becomes the first and highest felicity of the soul. Are you apprehensive what these things mean? If you are unacquainted with this felicity of the soul, you are unacquainted with the purest gratification of life: you are a stranger to the noblest privilege of your nature. You have a Friend, and he an Almighty friend, “in whose hand your breath is, and whose are all your ways, in whom you live, and move, and have your being;” and you regard him not! He visits you every moment; and his compassions are new towards you every morning. He spreads your table, and furnishes both the means and the power of enjoyment; and you sit down unconscious of the presence of the Great Master of the feast! at least you feel nothing of that nameless and inexpressible gratitude of the heart, which those enjoy who eye God in every dispensation! Alas! my brother, if this be your case, what a source of the most exquisite joy do you deprive yourself of from this one fatal inattention! Mistake me not; I am not considering the subject as it concerns your ingratitude towards God (though that must be painful enough in the reflection, to every feeling and ingenuous [genuine] mind); but I am now speaking of it simply as it concerns your own happiness. I mean to show you what an enemy you are to yourself, and to your real and most substantial comfort. That by shutting God out of your constant remembrance, and not having any private and personal knowledge of your gracious Benefactor, you lose all the relish of those delightful sensations of the soul which these feel who walk with God, and are led on through every event by his guiding providence, enjoying that bread which is handed to them in secret.
Neither by these observations do you imagine that I consider you altogether a total stranger to God. No doubt, in a land like this, you have acquired that kind of general knowledge, which the great mass of mankind rest satisfied with, which manifests itself in an attendance on the outward forms of religion. Hence, it is possible you may observe all the public ordinances of worship; and the private exercises of family piety;—but if this be all the knowledge and acquaintance you have with the Supreme Object of devotion, you are still a stranger to the life of God in the soul. This is but the outside of it: a poor and confined knowledge of the Lord God of our salvation.—It is not, surely, such an acquaintance as every one would wish to acquire, who hath proper apprehensions of the intimate connection in which the soul stands to God, and the sole dependance on which that soul must rest his hopes for every prospect of happiness, both here and hereafter. Would any man be satisfied, in thee common intercourse of earthly friendship, with such general knowledge of any object of affection? Have you any acquaintance you regard; the child, the brother, the parent, or the friend, which is as a man’s own soul; and would you be satisfied to see him only to now and then in the society of others, where the conversation was common, and all alike interested, and not covet the happiness of being alone with the object of affection? And shall God, then, the best of all friends, the nearest and dearest of all possible connections, shall He be the only being in the universe, whose intimate, communion and fellowship we are indifferent to possess? Surely, my brother, if you have the smallest apprehension in what endearing characters the God of your life hath revealed himself to the soul, there is nothing in this lower world would appear equally interesting, as to acquire a personal acquaintance with him! Other objects might, and certainly would, as they are intended from the divine bounty, occupy a proportioned regard, and possess their proper place in the esteem. But the soul would receive a fulness of gratification only from holy communion with Him, who is alone capable of filling its desires: and the most supreme enjoyment would be in these solemn seasons when the world is shut out, and every perishing object for awhile forgotten, that the soul might be left to the full impression of those divine sensations in the heart, when God manifests himself under the gracious characters of Him who hath made, and redeemed, and sanctified human nature.
In recommendation of this charming principle of a private and personal knowledge of God, it is not therefore enough to say that the happiness of another life will, in a great measure, depend upon it ; and that a nearness. and communion with our Maker, through the gracious Offices .of the blessed Redeemer, formed here below, must lead to a greater knowledge of him hereafter; for even all the happiness and enjoyment of every prosperous circumstance in the present state, must derive all its relish from it. The commonest blessings of providence lose by far the greater part of their relish, when not received as coming from his gracious hand. It is the character of men of the world to trace the mercies they are continually receiving to no higher source than worldly strength and worldly wisdom. Chance and Fortune are the gods of their apprehension; and hence they have no higher enjoyments than such capricious and uncertain causes afford. But with the pious man things are not so. There is no event of life, however small or inconsiderable, but what comes to him in the way of la providence. Hence, the mercies of every kind he experiences are for the most part received by prayer, and followed with thanksgiving; And when devotion comes between his wants and God’s supply of them, there is a twofold sweetness in every enjoyment: the prayer which is answered by the mercy given; and the mercy itself rendered still more grateful in the recollection and acknowledgment from whose hand it comes. And surely one mercy, thus received, infinitely transcends a. thousand- in the undiscerned and unacknowledged methods of a common providence. Considered, then, in this point of view, what a source of the most rapturous enjoyment does this one exercise of the soul open to the truly pious man! He resembles the holy men of old who walked with God. He realizes again somewhat of the patriarchal life, when the Lord condescended to assume an human form, and man enjoyed the highly favoured privilege of a familiar interview and conversation with his Maker! for no object, no occurrence, no one event of life is void of God. He sees him in every thing; he traces his footsteps in every ordination. In solitude, or in society; in the silence of the night as well as in the tumult of the day, he never loses sight of his Almighty Friend and gracious Benefactor Accustomed to set God always before him, he beholds him on the right hand and on the left; and from every secondary object, he goes on to recognize the first and great pre-disposing Cause of all. Hence, not only in seasons peculiarly set apart for sacred worship does he commune with God, but from every place, and by every thing; in the market, as well as in the church or the closet, his soul is continually drawn out in devout aspirations towards God;—for that channel, through a gracious Redeemer, being always open, the distance between heaven and earth is lost in the contemplation; and the soul of the devout man finds continual access to the Farther by the Spirit, and will be raising out of mere earth and earthly materials, wings for ascension; and, like the angels which the patriarch beheld in a vision on the ladder, will be going and returning in a constant succession of adoration before the throne of grace. 
My christian brother, what do you gay to these truths?—doth not the very relation make you long to be a partaker in such superlative felicity? Come, then, I pray you, be prevailed upon to enter into your closet. Place yourself there, at least, in the way of grace, by which an acquaintance with God may he formed; and though I know full well that the closet, possesses no sanctity in itself, neither will it act like a charm to induce a spirit of piety in the soul (for this can only come from a higher principle) yet you will certainly take the most effectual method to obtain this blessing; and to open a communication between God and the soul, when you lessen the attractions of sense, which too close a commerce with the world and the concerns of it necessarily occasion, by stepping aside now and then from all its busy employments, and leaving them, as Abraham did his servants, “to go yonder and worship.” When a pious man, for this purpose, withdraws into solitude, under a lively impression of the solemn interview he is about to engage in with his Maker and his God, what shall then arrest his affections, or stop the tide of a holy and devout frame? It is true, indeed, there is nor retreat so sacred, none so retired, that the man of God can find in the present world, but is exposed to interruption, and liable to be broken in upon. You cannot enter the closet so secretly, nor shut to thee door so immediately, but what some enemy to devotion will observe, and either press in with you, or importunately knock afterwards for admission: and so disposed is the heart within, in carrying on a traitorous correspondence with the foe without, that too often the soul resembles the siege of the holy city; the gate is thrown open, and troops of vain thoughts lodge in it. (Jeremiah 4:14.) Ah! when will that happy moment came, when the heart shall be occupied wholly by God! Still, however, though the soul be thus interrupted in her wishes to draw nigh to God, and can never be said to be altogether free from disturbance in her approaches to Him,—yet, most certainly, in retirement and abstraction from the world, the happiest occasions are sought for to keep off every preventive, and to procure the desired favour: and if ever the soul can be said to feel the real sensations of bliss, which arise out of those inexpressible felicities of communion with God, it must be in those solemn moments which are then employed, unobserved, and unknown by any standers-by. When the soul, like the Shunamite’s vessel, comes empty to be filled; and the divine blessing, which is poured out from the Lord; stayeth not, until there be no more room to receive it.
Oh! that I could raise the soul of my reader, by any thing that is here said, to aspire after an intimate knowledge and acquaintance with these sacred enjoyments! Join your players with mine, I beseech you, that a divine light from above may shine upon this page (without whose illumination, I am fully sensible, it must remain a dead letter) while I shall endeavour to lead you through some of those very weighty arguments which press to the frequent observance of closet devotions: and may the Lord grant that we may both, in simplicity of heart, follow that “day-dawn and day-star,” which shineth as in a dark place, until “the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” be known and experienced by us, as as of old it was manifested to them who were with the Redeemer in the Holy mount!
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And here, that I may compress the subject, I shall be content to pass over unnoticed many arguments that might be brought forward into the account, which call loudly to the performance of private prayer and are in themselves unanswerable. I might speak of it as a duty, and of the most positive nature; having for its authority the whole tenor of Scripture to countenance and enforce it. I might safely recommend it also on account of its great privileges: for what, in point of excellence, can be more so than the permission of sinful dust and ashes to approach God in the near and intimate communion of personal worship? I might argue yet farther, by way of strengthening these considerations, in observing, that the uniform example of good men, in all ages, is in favour of the practice. None, I am persuaded, have been remarkably eminent for their attainments in grace, but have been as eminent also for their observance of closet-devotion. Neither would these considerations be without receiving additional strength in the argument, if they could be followed up with the testimony of those brilliant examples which have appeared in the lives of devout men of God, on whom a divine blessing hath evidently shined: but the limits to which, in point of time, I am necessarily restricted in the title-page, being “Ten Minutes” only; as well as the plan to which I have confined myself, by way of recommending private prayer, which is, to be simply on account of its pleasures and advantages; these considerations. deprive me of making use of any other topics of persuasion: and, indeed, I hope they are enough: for if I can make it appear to you by a few plain evidences, that, both in point of pleasure and advantage, you are injurious to yourself and your own happiness if you live in the neglect of this most gratifying of all enjoyments, I shall certainly have accomplished one point at least, in removing that mighty barrier which the mistaken views of men have thrown up against the practice of piety. The world hath advanced a general opinion upon this subject, and the heart is but too, easily disposed to take it upon trust; I mean, that a life of piety, must be a life of gloominess and sorrow! and that the sacred employments of the Closet are comfortless things; whereas, in fact, the reverse of this is absolutely the case. In the practice .of devotion, the soul not only enjoys, in the way of anticipation, the future rewards of piety, but even finds a present satisfaction, superior to every other: and what the apostle Paul hath said of godliness in general, may, with a peculiar propriety of expression, be applied to devotion in particular: “It hath the promise of the life that now is, as well as that which is to come.” Believe me, my dear brother, they who would teach you otherwise we enemies to your best interests; and, like the spies sent to view the promised land, return with a false report, to deter you from entering upon the possession of it. Suffer me to imitate the true informers, by bringing before you the clusters of grapes, and the pomegranates, and the figs, which grow there, that I may invite you to explore the country where such delicious fruits abound and flourish (Numbers 12:13,23,32).
And this purpose, I flatter myself, I shall fully answer, under a divine blessing, if I can make it appear to your satisfaction, with clear evidence, That, of all pleasures upon earth, the pleasures of devotion are the highest and the best: that they, are among the noblest gratifications the soul of man is capable of sustaining in the present state of being; and that when God mercifully proposed himself as the great Object of our affection, and invited men to draw nigh to him through a gracious Redeemer, he consulted no less our happiness than our interest.
One word more, however, I must premise, before I enter upon the subject (though I confess, in this land of Christian knowledge, it might reasonably be presumed all information on this point would be unnecessary:) That all, approaches to the throne of grace, as well private, as public, presuppose that the channel of communication is sought for only through the mediation and by the merits of so Redeemer. We must be united to Christ by a vital union, before that we can possibly enjoy any communion with God; for this is the very foundation of all our hopes of acceptance. Since the fall, man is by nature so depraved, and by sin so far separated from God; that it is impossible he can be again brought nigh, but through the blood of Christ. “No man can come to the Father but by [him.]” He is “the way, and the truth, and the life.” Christ, therefore, is the only medium: and the man that is ignorant of this divine truth, is ignorant of the first and leading principle of all true religion; and is equally unqualified for the worship of God, as well in public as in private. He hath “no fellowship with the Father, nor the Son.” (1 John 1:3) But wherever this fundamental truth of the gospel is known and cherished, nothing, surely, can afford so charming an encouragement for the soul to approach God in all acts of divine worship, as when invited to draw nigh through the channel of a Redeemer:—and to minds under impressions of this devout nature, personal communion with God opens the highest and most rapturous enjoyment (as I before observed) the soul of man is capable of sustaining in the present life.
A few observations will be sufficient to set this matter in a clear point of view; and, oh! that they may be accompanied: with a divine energy in the heart, to lead you to the practice of it, by way of experiment. 
Dear reader, I know not by what particular circumstances in the world you are distinguished; and cannot possibly direct what I have to offer by an immediate appeal to your own personal situation in life. Were I to address you under any one express character, whether high or low, rich or poor, young or old, in prosperity or adversity, still I might err wide of the mark in respect to the very person to whom I am now directing my discourse. Hence it is evident, that, to make my subject generally useful, I must confine myself to general circumstances. Here and there, perhaps, I shall assume the possibility that my reader is one or other of the distinct classes of life, and may more directly appeal to him under that express character. But; for the most part, it must be by general observations only, that I am to prove the great excellence of personal acquaintance with God, in acts of private piety, and to recommend it merely on principles of pleasure and advantage. But though I certainly lose very considerably in point of argument what a personal knowledge of my reader’s situation in life would otherwise afford; yet one thing I know, let that situation be whatever it may, there is no condition of human nature but what is equally interested in the doctrine; for as there is no state so prosperous but what needs a personal acquaintance with God, to give the finishing relish to every comfort; so there is none so wretched, but what must find in this principle somewhat as an alleviation to every trouble.
Let us attend to the investigation of this great truth, and let us attend to it with the closeness of the application so important a subject evidently demands, and see whether, in point of pleasure as well as in, point of interest and advantage, any object can be proposed to the human mind, which promises equal happiness to that of an intimacy and communion with God!
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It hath, been supposed by some that, among all the pleasures of life, the purest and most gratifying are those which arise from the intercourse of sincere and disinterested friendship; and, perhaps, the opinion is well founded; for certain it is, the joys and sorrows of the human state are so admirably constituted, that they derive aid from communication. By this mean the soul imparts, and receives back again, a sacred delight in her seasons of happiness; and the bitterness of the draught of misery is lessened. when the cup, which is full and running over, is made to pour itself into the bosom of a friend. Hence we find, that mankind have constant recourse to this expedient, by way of lessening their troubles, or heightening their enjoyments; and there are few individuals, I believe, so solitary and detached, but what will find some kind breast to lean upon in their sorrows, or some friendly heart to pour into of their comforts, through all the departments of social life. 
But though these things should seem very clearly to prove, that, among the pleasures of the present state, pure and disinterested friendship claims the highest department; yet what human friendship is so pure as to be mixed with no alloy!—what regard among men so sincere as to be free from every principle of selfishness! Alas! such is the corruption, the weakness, the prejudices, and deceitfulness of man, that what from the infirmities of our acquaintance, and the frailties of our own hearts, there are but few friendships in this world which afford real and permanent satisfaction!—and even, indeed if they were more perfect than they generally are, yet so short and transitory is the tenure of all earthly connections, that if this be the grand prop on which the soul leans for happiness, how much to be pitied is that man, whose chief comfort rests on so baseless a foundation!
My brother, are you one whose heart is susceptible of the tender impressions of friendship?—and are satisfied in your own mind that the greatest of all pleasures consists in the loving, and being beloved, by some suitable object of affection? Would you wish to repose your happiness on this security? Come then, let me direct you to an object every way calculated to afford you this gratification in the most superlative degree; and indeed the only Being in the universe capable of satisfying the full wishes of the soul. The Being I mean, is your Maker and your God. He alone can give that joy which the soul requires, to fill her most capacious desires; and he mercifully proposes himself under this character to your affection, and invites you to the nearest and most intimate communion, through the channel of a gracious Redeemer; and what a source of the most exquisite rapture and delight is opened to the mind, to induce you to cultivate this divine acquaintance! Are you lamenting the weakness, mourning over the perfidy [unfaithfulness], or dissatisfied with the selfishness of earthly friendships?—what an immediate remedy to all these evils is found in the strength, and faithfulness, and favour of God! Here is friendship indeed, as far transcending all human, friendship as the heavens are higher than the earth! The one permanent, pure, and eternal; the other fluctuating, mingled with much corruption, and of a day. The friendship of man, in his highest excellence, like man himself, is but a bubble on the water. The friendship of God can be likened to nothing less than the everlasting mountains and the great deep.
What yet more enhances this supreme felicity, is the consideration with whom man holds this personal acquaintance: I mean the infinite greatness of Him who confers this blessing, and the infinite littleness of those who are the objects of his favour; where it is all condescension, grace, and goodness, on the one part; and all frailty, imperfection, and unworthiness on the other. Not (as the apostle John beautifully reasons) “that we have loved him,—but that he hath loved us.”
My dear brother, What can human friendship propose to your fondest wishes, which can deserve to be mentioned with this divine acquaintance with your Maker? Alas! the tenderest alliances have perpetual abatements to make my point of comfort, and the purest friendship hath much alloy mingled with it; and indeed unless the union of hearts is cemented in the love of God, and earthly friendship is refined and sublimated by that which is heavenly,—what is it, after all, but an un-sanctified, human passion, subject to caprice, change, and humour? But when kindred souls are brought together by this superior attraction, friendship of this kind is not only founded in a fixed and un-fluctuating principle, but the objects of it are continually deriving new accessing of, happiness in their attachments to each other, from their union in God; and in this case, so far is the period of all human connections from threatening to lessen their tie, that they look forward, to it as the season of complete enjoyment,—when the momentary separation on earth will be the prelude, through the Redeemer’s merits and love, to their everlasting union in heaven!
My aged father (for perhaps I may be speaking to one of this description) I appeal to your heart, and to your long experience with the world, for the truth of what I say! The commerce of many years with mankind cannot but have taught you both the fallacy of all human friendships, and the precarious tenure on which the best of them is built. Methinks you are like some old tree of the forest, which hath survived many wintry seasons, and on whose trunk is visible the effects of many pruning dispensations; while all around are to be seen the spots where once your fellow-tenants of the grove stood, but which are now gone, and have left you a solitary individual. Say then, my venerable friend, what hath the long experience of many revolving suns taught you? How stands your acquaintance with your God?—Hath the departure of your earthly friends, one by one, brought you nearer to an heavenly communion? Have you learned that sacred art, which none but the true believer in Christ can acquire, to extract divine comforts from human sorrows?—and, from the disappointments of time, to find consolations in the prospects of eternity? Are the visits of your soul, by prayer and meditation, more frequent to that upper world, in proportion as you are every day loosening connection with this?—and do you walk continually in holy contemplation on the eternal shore, waiting the uncertain moment of your dismission [leaving] hence, that when the Master’s call shall come, you may embark in full confidence, through Jesus’s strength; for the land of spirits?
My hoary reader, if your experience can say Amen to these touchstones of character, and the gracious Spirit of our God beareth witness to your spirit of this unity of correspondence, you will need no additional persuasion from me to the perpetual observance of the charming intercourse I am recommending of communion with God; but if you are unconscious what these things mean, and are still seeking for consolations amidst the wreck of this world’s treasure, with a mind hankering after earth and earthly pursuits,—alas! my brother, what shall be found for you, to give any real comfort to your soul! The world presents nothing but a dark and dreary prospect,—the profits, the employments, the pleasures of it, are all unsatisfying now; your former acquaintances are gone, and the heart is inaccessible to the disproportioned friendships of youth and years; and where then will you turn your eyes for comfort, or desire to loan your declining head, but in the bosom of your Redeemer and your God? My dear reader, may He who alone can awaken seriousness in the mind, or give gracious desires to the heart, both awaken and invigorate all that is needful to your present state!—and cause thee to know and seek “the things which make for thine everlasting peace, before they are for? ever hid from thine eyes!”
But while I am thus making a particular application of my subject to the case of the aged, in order more fully to convince the reader of long experience in life, from his own personal knowledge, how incompetent all friendship, but the friendship of God, is to give real and permanent satisfaction to the soul of man,—perhaps some poorer brother, who peruses this page, and whose humble circumstances in the world may have rendered him unacquainted with any experimental knowledge of such effects, will be led there from to conclude, that these are observations in which he is altogether unconcerned; but in this he will be mistaken; for the argument to the cultivation of the divine acquaintance is equally pressing, whether a man hath made the experience of the unsatisfying. nature of all earthly connections to comfort the heart, or whether he hath not. And surely it never can be supposed that the poor and afflicted soul who stands solitary and detached, without a single person upon earth whom he can call his friend, can be less interested to seek the friendship of Heaven, than the man who prides himself in his rich connections? But how is the argument heightened to the humble and friendless believer, when he goes on to consider the peculiarly encouraging and endearing characters in which the God of his life hath revealed himself to his apprehensions;—as “the bearer of the poor when he crieth, the needy also, and him that hath no helper:” as the high and holy One, that “looketh to him that his poor and of a contrite spirit, and that trembleth at God’s word:” proposing himself as the never-failing Comforter of his people, and inviting the afflicted and disconsolate of every description to draw nigh, in and through the Redeemer’s name, and “to cast all their burden upon him that careth for them!” What a volume of persuasion is found in those charming representations of the divine benignity!
My dear brother of humble degree, whoever thou art, before whom these lines appear, pause one moment, I beseech you, and ask your own heart, what can the noblest earthly friendship propose worthy to be mentioned in competition with this divine and heavenly principle? And if so, what cause can there be to murmur at the want of any human friendship, when a man hath this Almighty Friend in the heavens always to look up to? Must it not argue, then, a deficiency in this sacred acquaintance, when it becomes not sufficient to supply the absence of all creature comforts? Can that gracious soul ever be said to be lonely and friendless, who knows, by his own experience, what the apostle found in his—truly to have fellowship with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ? A fellowship always at hand! a friendship ever open to immediate access at all times, at all places, and upon all occasions? Oh! the unknown raptures that soul enjoys, who draw all his sources of happiness from this inexhaustible Fountain! “For when the poor and needy seek water (to use the beautiful figure of Scripture) and their tongue faileth for thirst, the Lord will open, rivers in high places, and fountains in the midst of vallies.” For thus the promise runs: “I the Lord will hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them.” And when to the tender call of God, with which he sometimes whispers that gracious invitation to his people, “Seek ye my face,” the believer can echo back the awakened prayer, “Thy face, Lord, will I seek;” in such moments the soul feels an animation lifting it above every thing here below; as if the body was left like a dead carcase upon the earth, without its immortal inhabitant, while the spirit is borne aloft on the wings of devout meditation, and is ascended up before God. My brother, Do you, in the present moment, experience any thing of this divine life? Shut the book, I beseech you, in order to open your heart still more to the devout impressions And may the Lord enable10 you to enter into the animated feeling of the Psalmist’s devotion, until you have imbibed a portion of his spirit, and can adopt from the soul the same divine sentiments as he experienced:—“I have seen an end of all perfection.—Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth which I desire in comparison of thee. My flesh and my heart faileth; but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever” 
Enough hath been said, I hope, under the first branch of the argument, to prove, that if friendship be considered as a principal source of happiness to mankind (as it must in a very high degree) no friendship but that which is, formed with God can be competent to answer this purpose, on fully satisfy the desires of the human soul.
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But friendship is but one among many avenues by which man proposes to enter upon the enjoyment of happiness. The world is engaged in .the everlasting pursuit of this principle; and every one is sending out continually into the highways and streets of the city, with the enquiry, Who will shew us any good? And While the search is made among the various objects of creature-comforts, whatever experiments are tried, or however the different stages of life may hope to find it in this, rather than in that proposed scheme of earthly felicity, it is but turning the mind, from one vanity to another, and seeking the living; among the dead, while exploring any of the vain and unsatisfying joys of this world’s good; for it is the soul which wants to be comforted; and nothing but,—the Creator himself can satisfy this immortal principle, either here or hereafter. 
Ask that man, I beseech you, who hath ever known what it is to enjoy the happiness of an intimacy and; communion with God, whether, in the absence of this inexpressible enjoyment, creature-gratifications, of any kind, can satisfy the soul? Oh! he will tell you that the wealth of worlds cannot compensate for the want of it; that nothing but what is sanctified by the divine presence can give delight to his heart. “Lord (he will say,) lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon me, and it shall put gladness in my heart, more than in the time when corn, and wine, and oil increase!” In the intermission of this supreme enjoyment, the soul of a real Christian finds no rest or pleasure: all is darkness and the shadow of death. But when the Lord returns, and imparts some manifestations of his renewed grace and love; like the sun breaking from behind the hidden cloud, and gladdening the whole hemisphere, the believer rejoices in the enlightened mercy, and exalts in the language of the Psalmist, “Return to thy rest, O my soul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee!”
My brother, does your experience correspond to this doctrine, “As in water face answereth to face?” you will know then the infinite value of that rest to which the soul returns when God is his portion:—a rest which remaineth for the people of God in its full perfection in another life, but which is begun in part in the present. A rest, indeed, which none but the redeemed know, or can partake of; and which nothing less than the blood of Christ could purchase or obtain. Men of the world may have their other enjoyments and pleasures. The providence of God is for ever bestowing his mercies in a plentiful profusion upon the evil as well as upon the good; and sending the blessing of his rain both upon the just and the unjust. They have apparently alike an indiscriminate use of all the good things of his providence; health, and wealth, and children, and houses, and lands, and possessions; but it is the privilege of his redeemed people only to sit down to the feast, and the real enjoyment of those outward blessings of his providence, from the sanctifying effects they feel of his inward grace. Oh! did men of the world but know the immense difference between a sanctified and an unsanctified mercy; could they but once be made sensible of the infinite disparity in the enjoyment even of the commonest blessings of life, between those whom earthly things, and those whose conversation is in heaven,—how would they turn with indifference from almost every thing of creature-comforts only, and in which no traces or remembrance of the great Creator were found, to give a finishing relish to the whole enjoyment. I do not wonder, indeed, that men of pleasure, as they are called, should find such a perpetual restlessness and dissatisfaction in the various objects of their pursuit; for surely the card-table and the play-house, the midnight assembly, and the silly amusements of the ball-room, were never calculated to satisfy the desires of the human soul in its pursuit of happiness! and I protest that, independent of all other considerations, had I my choice, I would by far prefer the unconscious state of being a bird, or a harmless reptile of the earth, to the character of an intelligent and accountable creature, upon such terms of existence. Humanity pities the fly, which, in the absence of the sun, is attracted by the faint light of a candle, and hovers round it again and again, until, by approaching too near, it burns itself in the flame, and dies in agonies of pain. But what a flood of tears might we weep over those senseless beings who profess to be under the influence of a divine luminary, the Sun of Righteousness, and yet, instead of seeking their happiness from Him who is the light and the life of man, like the ignorant insect just mentioned, flutter round the taper of any meteor of vanity, and prosecute the dangerous delusion till they sink under a disabled body, and lie down in disappointment and sorrow!
My dear reader (for by what other name shall I call you?) are you in the present hour seeking your supreme happiness from the creature of any description, and are these arguments not convincing enough to shew you the extreme folly of your choice? Go then, my brother; go on, and prosecute the same round of unthinking and unsatisfying pursuits; compass yourself about with the sparks of vanity, and walk in the light of the fire of folly, which you have kindled, but tremble at the awful consequence which God hath decreed to be the termination of such a life:—“This shall you have of mine hand; you shall lie down in sorrow.”
Oh! how it moves one’s pity to see the rich provision the great Author of our nature hath made to recover the fallen objects of his bounty from a state of sin to salvation, through the wonderful labours and sufferings of the Son of God; and that, under the gracious helps afforded, man hath only to implore grace to raise himself, by the exercise of faith and prayer, to a nearness and communion with God in this life, that after this preliminary state of things is finished, he may be translated into his immediate presence in glory, therewith him for eternity to dwell; and yet, that such a profusion of goodness should be; lost upon the mass of mankind, who are sunk in sin and sensuality; and live as without God in the world, unconscious of the divine love, strangers to the Redeemer’s salvation, and know not, in respect to the saving; effects of his power on the heart, “whether there be any Holy Ghost!” Can it be possible that the happiness of seeing God and dwelling for ever under the light of his divine countenance, can be reserved in Heaven for minds so earthly and sensual? Do they in reality hope one day for ever to be with the Lord, and yet now shun all acquaintance, and desire no intimacy with him? Alas! to what a melancholy state hath sin reduced all the faculties of the soul! Lord, do thou lift up the light of thy countenance upon our hearts! Suffer us not to be lost for ever, amidst this darkness of the human estate, nor  wander without a guide, in the fruitless pursuit of imaginary propects of good; but bring us to the knowledge of thyself in the face of Jesus Christ, whom truly to know is everlasting life; that, from being acquainted with God, we may be at peace with him, and in his light see light!
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And now I should hope, from all that hath been said, the mind can require no additional argument by way of conviction; that the only solid and substantial happiness of life must be found in communion with God; and that the man who is seeking pleasure from any other source, is erring widely from the mark. “The deep saith, It is not in me; and the sea saith, It is not in me.” Would you, my brother, then, possess real and true happiness, that happiness must be found in God; and when the soul of the awakened believer is enabled to enjoy communion with Him through the channel of the Redeemer’s love, all other gratifications will appear in comparison thereof, but as “the drop of the bucket, or as the small dust of the balance.”
If any thing remain to finish the subject, by way of recommending this charming principle of personal acquaintance and prayer with God, more than from the pleasures of it, a large Space opens. for saying just as much in respect to its advantages also; for these are equally ample, and furnish occasion in as extensive a degree as the. circumstances of human life can possibly supply. There is no situation, either of joy or sorrow; no one event in which a man can be placed, but what must find advantage from private prayer, and bring with it, in its hand, a recommendation to the observance of the duty. Men of the world, persons whose existence is spent in the pursuits and employments, or pleasures, as they are called, of the world, from not knowing the solid and substantial enjoyments and advantages of communion with God, are at a loss to conceive how it is possible to receive happiness from prayer, or what can be the perpetual subjects to employ the pious man in his seasons of devotion. They have asked, therefore, with much seeming surprise, What can a man have to say to God so frequently? and what can occupy the mind in the large portions of time he spends in retirement and prayer? But in answer to his childish enquiry, the real and sincere christian replies what have I not to say to my Redeemer, and my God, upon the numerous and important subjects in which my whole nature is involved, and in relation to those grand interests, in which God hath graciously pleased to reveal himself to my soul! there is nothing that concerns me, either in time or eternity, but what comes in for a place in my devotions. My own wants are so many and continual; my sins and departures from duty so frequent and aggravated; and the blessings I am for ever receiving so great and undeserved, that motives of prayer and of praise are arising all around me every hour. And were my own personal interests less than they are, yet, when I look round the world, and consider the tender charities of life; my family, my relations, my friends, the world at large, the unbelieving, insensible, and wicked world; those who know not God, and those who are too graceless to pray for themselves, and more especially that Zion, that church of Christ, which is dear to the Redeemer, and whose name is written on the palms of his hands, and therefore cannot but be dear to all his people,—these furnish out so many and such constant occasions for prayer, that I never find the want of a subject what to say to my heavenly Father; but I find, too often, indeed, the want of inclination to draw nigh to Him. My heart is so cold and languid, and divine things operate so little upon me in proportion to their importance, that I have much reason to adopt the apostle’s sentiment as my own, “When I would do good, evil is present with me.”
Speak ye, whose experience of the heart testifies to the truth of these observations, is this not a faithful account of what passes continually within? You, therefore, cannot require that I should describe to you the advantages of personal communion and prayer with God, who finds a needs-be for it upon every occasion; and are only lamenting too frequently a disinclination to a practice, which brings with it both a pleasure and a reward. But would to God that any thing I could say in addition to the arguments I have.brought forward to prove the pleasures of devotion, could operate upon minds that are strangers to this divine principle, and know not the enjoyments of the closet, to prompt them to listen to those persuasions which arise out of the advantage of it also! Shall I beg of you, my christian brother (if perchance I speak to one of this description in the present moment) shall I beg of you to pause, and consider with yourself the situation in which you stand in this world, and the very awful prospects opened before you in another, and then ask your own heart whether there must not be the most obvious advantages resulting from the practice of personal communion and acquaintance with God? and whether the duties leading thereto are not such as render it absolutely necessary and unavoidable ? Have you ever considered the fallen and corrupt state in which you were born, and the transgression in which you have lived? Have you contemplated, as you ought, the weakness and impotence of man, and the continual help he stands in need of from God,—the rich provision made for a recovery in the Redeemer’s atoning merits and blood; and the plentiful assistance of grace which is promised to aid human weakness, when asked in prayer? And will not the conviction of these solemn truths compel you to seek a personal acquaintance with God, for the attainment of such desirable and indispensable blessings? Is it possible for the soul to be impressed with a sense of sin, and lift no voice of supplication to heaven in private, for a deliverance from it? or to consider the rich fountain which is opened for sin, and for all uncleanness, in the Redeemer’s blood, and yet feel no desire, use no entreaty, to be washed from the guilt of it? Can it be possible that any man can coolly look round, and behold himself placed in this world, exposed to innumerable enemies, both front within and from without, subject to almost an infinite variety of temptations, sicknesses, and sorrows, together with all the numberless, nameless evils incident to a fallen state, helpless in himself, and hopeless in respect to all human power, and yet never retire in private to the reflection of a serious thought, or seek in solitude that personal communion and acquaintance with God, by which divine strength might be imparted to succour [help] human infirmity! Alas! my brother, if these and the like solemn considerations have not employed the attention of many a thoughtful hour, it is not because they are not sufficiently interesting, or have not again and again demanded that attention in the loudest calls of necessity, but because other objects, among the frivolous and vain pursuits of a thoughtless mind, have driven them away; and every serious impression hath been buried under a heap of rubbish and folly!
Dear, inconsiderate reader, think once more, I charge you, before it be too late, of the importance of what is here recommended to your most serious regard, and the infinite advantage that must result from its observance. Retire but for a moment, and open your breast to a conviction of the plainest and most palpable truths in nature. Call to mind your fallen state; consider, awfully consider, them and irremediable consequences of departing out of life in that state, with a nature un-regenerated, and a soul un-cleansed in the blood of Christ! anticipate that solemn hour, which cannot be far remote, and may be near, indeed, when physicians, attendants, relations, and friends will be all standing, perhaps around your dying bed, unable to administer any thing more than the fruitless wish, or the ineffectual medicine to prolong life. And if, in that trying season, you have no personal knowledge of God, no interest in Christ, no communion with the blessed Spirit, of what avail will be all the surrounding circumstances to the departing soul? “Miserable comforters are they all!” Oh! that you would fold down this leaf as a memorandum, frequently to look at it, until its contents are folded properly in your mind; until the Spirit of grace hath wrought conviction in your heart, and “Christ be formed in you the hope of glory.” 
But I turn from this consideration, to drop one word more to the pious frequenter of the closet; not, indeed, by way of pointing out to him the advantages of such an employment, for that, I hope, is unnecessary; but by way of strengthening his hands in the service, in the recollection of the many important causes, which, besides his own personal concerns, are calling upon him from every quarter, and begging aloud for an interest in his prayers. Oh! what a gracious opportunity hath the pious servant of God when drawing nigh the mercy-seat, and when feeling his soul warmed with the spirit of devotion, to put in a petition for his friends after the flesh; the poor and the distressed members of Christ, wherever situated, or however scattered; the graceless and the unconcerned; the long‐lost wanderer, and the afflicted in mind: in short, persons of every description! In how many ways, and by what various opportunities, may every real and sincerely-awakened Christian water the church with his prayers, and bless the world! and will you not, my christian brother, upon those solemn occasions, when drawing nigh to God, feel somewhat of that compassionate spirit which actuated the holy prophet in the mount, when a long acquaintance with God made him for a while forget his own personal interest, to attend the interest of others? Particularly you that are parents, need not, surely, the smallest memento to prompt you to bear your children on the wings of your devotion before the throne of grace. Every pious father, I am persuaded, is for ever adding new petitions in the court of heaven for renewed mercy on his offspring; and certainly the earnest prayers of such parents are filed (if I may so say) on the divine records in everlasting remembrance. Oh! what a comfort is it when a devout parent has an interest in heaven for his children, frequently makes a visit there, and lodges all his requests before God, and from thence draws all his expectation for them! With what composure must he lie down upon his dying pillow, when, like Jesus, he can commit his children and all their concerns into the divine hand, as Christ did his followers, and from the self-same argument:—“Now I am no more in the world; but these are in the world: keep them, through thy truth.” Do you not believe such prayers ascend with a peculiar and prevailing energy before the throne of grace, presented as they are through the Redeemer's name,,and sanctified by his atoning blood? Oh, yes! numberless are the instances wherein they have been answered; years after the pious petitioners themselves have been silent in the dust. Ye that are praying fathers, therefore, be not discouraged. Hold on, and hold out:—it is impossible a single petition offered in faith can be unheard, or in the end unsuccessful. Graceless children may slight all your admonitions; they may long treat your tenderest entreaties with coolness and disdain; but one remedy always remains, in which you can promote their good, even again at their will. Fly to the throne of grace; lodge all your wishes there. Prayer hath been known to open the windows of heaven, and bring down a blessing to soften the hardest heart, and to induce a spirit of grace and supplication in the most stubborn mind, when every other method hath failed. And mark it down, I beseech you, as a never-failing maxim [truth], to form a judgment, both of the certain success of your devotions, and as an encouragement to a perseverance in the duty, that the prayer which is awakened by grace must be answered in mercy; for it is the same God who gives the disposition to pray, that proposes that subject of prayer to the mind, and enables the heart to watch, and depend in faith for the fulfillment of all his gracious promises. And never did the Lord pour out upon any soul these gifts of the blessed Spirit, but with an intention to render them effectual. Remember the words of the Redeemer: “All things whatsoever ye ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.”
I must not forget, among the advantages of private prayer, to observe one singular privilege more which it proposes, in preference to every other means of grace: I mean, in that it is net limited to time or place, or confined to person; but universally open to all, and may be prosecuted by the pious character upon every occasion. In this respect it surpasses, indeed, even the advantage of public or family worship; for the stated period of those duties must be embraced in the seasons appointed for them, or as it suits the convenience of the several characters which compose the congregation; and if those seasons are passed by; the opportunity is lost. But a private, personal drawing nigh to God may be embraced as frequently as the soul desires communion. No place precludes it; no situation or employment prevents it. The poor man, who hath no closet to, enter, may enter into his own heart, and his devotions may go up before God, while his hands are engaged in the ordinary employments of life, as well as when withdrawing from the world to enjoy more immediate communion with God. I do not mean to say that opportunities are net to be sought for, by way of indulging in a more restrained manner the devout affections, where convenience and a situation in life favours the object. But what I mean to say is, That neither the busiest life, nor any honest worldly calling, can become a preventive to quench the devout flame. Holy men of old found opportunities in the midst of idolatrous people, and even in the most trying and adverse situations, to enjoy intercourse and communion with God. The example of Nehemiah stands upon everlasting record, to shew that a servant may wait at table, or with his hands employed in his necessary labour, while his heart may be drawn out towards the Lord, and pouring forth the incense of prayer. And Daniel’s history presents an equally memorable proof, that a life engaged in the greatest circle, or occupied in the highest departments of worldly affairs, may find time for the sacred and self-rewarding service of private prayer; and that poverty and suffering become no hindrance to this duty, is evident; for Job prayed on a dung-hill, and Jeremiah in a prison; the apostle Peter sought the house-top; and the apostle Paul used the sea-shore. In short, all places suit, and may be made sacred to this delightful employment.—Nay, think only how the Redeemer himself, who needed not the aid of a prayer, yet had shown that all spots may be hallowed to the service, when the heart is awakened to the desire of it: the garden and the mountain were his retreats, to enjoy communion with his Father. But that the great and important work he came on earth to perform might receive no interruption from this secret employment, he suffered not the duties of the day to be broken in upon; but borrowed from the silence of the night for this purpose; and “when he had sent the multitude away, he went up into the mountain apart to pray.”
O thou adored Redeemer? how doth thy warm and bright example challenge our cold and lifeless hearts to imitate what we cannot but admire, and to follow thee withersoever thou goest! Surely, the man who can contemplate such actions in the life of Jesus and can consider to what the whole of that life was intended to minister, and yet finds no disposition to do as he hath done, may very justly apply to his own heart that awakening expostulation which Christ used to his disciples upon another occasion: “What! could ye not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation.” Hath the Redeemer spent whole nights in prayer for us, and shall we think it too much to give one hour to him? To plead want of time, or multiplicity of business, is the weakest and most senseless pretence imaginable. What pursuits of this lower world ought to be prosecuted with that intense application as to leave no time for attention to the one thing needful! Besides, so far is a multiplicity of worldly avocations from becoming a reasonable excuse for the neglect of religious duty, that it forms of itself the highest possible motive to the more frequent practice of it; for he whose life is spent amidst the greatest circle of business, will need the greater grace to keep him unspotted from the world. And if the day be too short to admit of the sober claims of private prayer, those claims may be answered in taking from the slumber of the night. David found this a happy expedient amidst the concerns of his busy life, and hath left standing upon record the good effects of it. “At midnight (says he) will I rise to give thanks unto thee, because of thy righteous judgments. Mine eyes prevent the night-watches, that I might be occupied in thy word. The Lord hath granted his loving-kindness in the day-time, and in the night-season did I sing of him, and made my prayer unto the God of my life. I have thought upon thy name, O Lord, in the night-season, and received comfort.—My soul fleeth unto the Lord before the morning watch.” 
Ye men of business, ye sons of labour, ye who rise early, late take rest, and eat the bread of carefulness, say, What can the most busy life find in extenuation, to justify a neglect of this most necessary and comfortable duty?—Oh! that mankind could learn that first and grand rule of all that is truly valuable in arithmetic:—So to “number their days, as to apply their hearts unto wisdom;” for then would be written upon the mind, with an abiding impression, never to be worn out, that solemn sentence of Christ, “What is a man profited if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”
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Bear with me, indulgent reader, while I offer but one observation more, as a finishing consideration of the whole argument, and which shall be only to say, that I consider the love of private prayer and secret communion with God as one of the truest evidences that a divine life is begun in the soul, and the surest method of ascertaining a real religious character.
I have often thought what a world of trial, and labour, and fatigue, some men go through, merely to appear what they are not. Oh! the madness and the folly of all follies, in being outwardly religious, if I may so call it. That ever any man should desire to be considered that which hardly will gain him, in the eyes of the world, common reputation; and if it be a name only, without the life of godliness, must expose him only to the severer judgment of Almighty God!
My friend, would you really wish to know whether this be your case? The secret and unseen employment of the closet between God and your own soul will bring you very speedily to the clearest investigation of this matter. “What is the hope of the hypocrite (says Job) when God taketh away his soul will God ever hear his cry when trouble cometh upon him? Will he always call upon God?” Yes; he may call upon God; but it will be in the public worship, when the eyes of others are upon him. But will he call upon God in private, when no eye seeth him? Yes; perhaps even here also, the effect of education shall lead him to the form of prayer, in private as well as public. Children brought up by godly parents will hardly be able to throw off altogether the custom of early habits. But will he delight himself in God? No; that is impossible. Here there is the grand discrimination of character. The hypocrite, as well as the man of real piety, may pray, may call upon God, may assume the mask of religion, and impose on the eyes of the world; but to delight himself in God; to take a pleasure, and feel a joy unspeakable in the religious duties and employments of the closet,—this can be the portion only of the real servant of the Lord. Reader, make application of this decisive evidence to yourself. Ask your own heart this question, Do I delight in God? 
I have now finished all that I intended to offer upon this subject, and shall have cause to bless God if any thing that is here said may serve as an instrument in the divine hand, to lead to the duties of the closet. I have done to the best of my ability upon the occasion. Would to God that I possessed the skill to have done better! But the highest human powers are alike incompetent to persuade, unless accompanied with a divine aid. If this be wanting the whole must prove ineffectual; and, like the weeping sisters mentioned in the gospel, I may take up a similar lamentation, and say “Lord, if thou hadst been here, my labour had not died.” But to carry on the same reasoning, I know, that even now, if we will ask this blessing from God, God will give it us. Before, therefore, you shut the book, dear reader, ask once more for that wisdom which is from above, which can alone lead to the knowledge of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Our eyes are unto thee, Almighty Power, that thou wouldest be graciously pleased to order that this feeble word “may not return void, but accomplish that which thou pleasest, and prosper in the thing whereto thou sendest it.” Amen.

FRAGMENT
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I would fain cherish the hope, that the arguments made use of in the preceding treatise in the recommendation of private prayer, carry with them a power of persuasion not easily to be resisted; and that, through the divine blessing accompanying them, some one or other at least, of my readers, may have been led to form this conclusion from the perusal (which indeed; is the evident result of the whole) that no real Christian can possibly live in the neglect of so important a branch of duty. 
But I shall have answered only in part the purpose intended from this little Tract (even if any reader should be led thereby to his closet) unless it serves at the same time to give him a clear idea of the manner in which the service itself must be performed. I conceive it to be very possible that much time may be spent in the closet, and yet the soul not' enriched; for if men take the world with them into their retirements, and even there are more engaged in the consideration of things temporal than things eternal; if the Scriptures be then read for the purpose of answering the claims of duty, and not to promote the interests of religion and the pleasures of the mind; or, if the devotion of the closet be the mere huddling over a form of heartless prayers, in which the soul feels no interest; may not the awful appeal of God, by the prophet, be justly applied to such cases? “To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me, saith the Lord?”
If I have been happy enough, therefore, to convince any reader of the great importance of the duty here recommended, I would wish to follow up that conviction, in offering, by way of Fragment, a few observations on the proper method by which it can be discharged, so as to answer the purposes of piety, and procure the pleasures and advantages it promises:—and I shall esteem my labour most happily devoted, if it serves, under God’s grace, to guide any one uninformed reader to a better apprehension than he before possessed of this capital branch in a Christian’s duty.
It must be obvious, I think, to any one of the smallest reflection, that real heartfelt prayer, whether in public or private, must be the result of the awakening influence of God. I cannot tell God what my wishes are, until those wishes are called forth by his quickening grace. I cannot know my own wants, but from his gracious condescension is teaching me. “We know not (saith an apostle) what to pray for as we ought; but the Spirit helpeth our infirmities.” Hence the same authority of God’s holy word expressly tells us that the preparation of the heart of man, and the answer of the tongue, are from the Lord. Nothing can ascend to God but what comes first from God. Now, if this be the truest statement of prayer, it will of necessity follow, that the grand qualification must result from the immediate teaching of the Holy Spirit.—Hence, therefore, however forms of prayer and books of devotion may be allowed as useful, or even necessary for the purposes of public worship or family piety, yet private, personal communion with God can need no such helps; neither, indeed, can they come up to all the purposes required. In the solemn transactions between God and the soul; so various are the situations in which a man is placed in this world; so different are the dispensations of God both in providence and grace, with which he is continually exercised; so many are the circumstances which distinguish one from another in the condition of human life, that it is impossible that any form of prayer can express what the soul hath to say to God in those delightful moments when drawing nigh to him. Private personal prayer must be the prayer of the heart, to express all the wants and desires of the soul. And here the Holy Ghost is the quickener; so that all men are alike incompetent without his influence. The most ignorant as well as the most accomplished; the man who cannot read, as well as he who is master of many languages, are all upon a level; for, though one may possess the power of expressing his thoughts in a better form of words than the other, yet, when it is considered to whom prayer is made, and the sole purpose it is intended to answer, it is plain that the frame of the soul, and not the form of words, is what the Almighty regards in all our approaches towards him. 
My humble friend, Are you at a loss what to say unto God in those moments when drawing nigh unto him? Consult, I beseech you, your heart upon the occasion. Previously examine what are your wants and your desires; for, if you are sensible of these things, it is impossible you can be so ignorant of the manner of expressing them. A real, lively, abiding sense of want cannot fail to give desires to the soul and language to the tongue. “Out of the abundance of the heart (our Lord hath said) the mouth speaketh.”—Just apprehension of the sins of our fallen nature; a proper knowledge of the rich provision of mercy made for those sins in the benignity of God through Jesus Christ; an awakened sensed the awful objects of eternity, and the consciousness that these infinitely solemn and momentous concerns are all suspended on the frail thread of human life; these subjects once impressed in their proper characters on the mind, will call up the voice of supplication, and “make the tongue of the stammerer speak plainly.” Men may fancy what they please of inability to express themselves suitably in prayer; but it is not the want of words, but the want of feeling.—The fact is, they are not sufficiently interested in the object of their prayers, and therefore do not find (as well they may not, under such circumstances) the fervour of piety arising from the vacant heart. Ask the man who lives by alms, what it is which furnishes his mouth with arguments from day to day to prosecute his trade of begging? let him say what it is which makes him so clamorous in his petitions, and gives him that ceaseless importunity, which takes no denial; he will tell you, that it is the pressing call of hunger and want; and these are the stimulants which teach him, without the aid of  books, how to express the sense he has of his misery. And strange, indeed, would it be that his wants, if real, should need such assistance. It would be a novel sight, truly, and as ridiculous as new, to see a beggar opening a book, to read from it his suit for alms.—And shall a poor, miserable, untutored creature, possess that art of persuasion among men, merely from the dictates of nature only, because he feels the pressing wants of the perishing body? and shall you, or I, with all the aids of grace on our side, while awakened to a suitable earnestness, in seeking the everlasting welfare of the soul, be apprehensive we cannot properly express our wants before God? Can the form of words, or the manner of expression, be so very important a part in prayer, if the heart be really interested, especially when it is considered to whom we speak? One, who hath made us what we are, is better informed of our abilities than we are ourselves; and will not, we are assured, require from us what we are not qualified to perform; or, like an hard and unfeeling master, expect to reap where he hath not sown! And is it possible, then, that any man can be sensible of these things; can really look up to God, under those endearing characters in which he is revealed in Scripture, as “the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort;” who is both the Giver, the Hearer, and the Rewarder of prayer; and who, in order to lessen that infinite distance between his unspotted holiness and the unworthy objects of his favour, hath appointed the medium of his divine Son, and offered the aids of his blessed Spirit to bring men to his mercy-seat, and hath expressly promised that “all things whatsoever we ask,” by faith in the Redeemer’s name, and relying on his atoning blood, “believing, we shall receive!” Is it possible, I say, that any man can view the throne of grace thus encircled with mercy, and can find his heart properly affected under all these impressions, and yet be at a loss for a suitable manner of making his requests known unto God? Oh! how much we degrade God while we think to honour him! and how grossly do we injure our own souls, and deprive them of their chief pleasure, when we damp the ardour of devotion by such needless and unbecoming apprehensions! Go, my brother, go into thy closet; recollect “who hath made man’s mouth, or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind!” Apply the same promise to thyself which the man of God received, to give him confidence in the execution of his commission: —“I will be with thy mouth (said God) and teach thee what thou shalt say.” And if you can but feel a real sense of your wants, though the lips be unable to express what the heart sustains, and, like Hezekiah, can only mourn in broken sentences before God; nay, if even the spirit can but bow down in humble silence before Him, the sorrowful sighing of the prisoners must come up with prevailing energy, we are assured, through that channel of acceptance in the great Redeemer’s intercession, which never fails; And who knows but, perhaps, at length, like David in a similar situation, “while the heart is musing, the sacred fire may kindle, and at the last you may speak with your tongue.”
I hope no one, either designedly or inadvertently, will misconstrue what I say, as if from hence I meant to discountenance books of devotion in public, or social worship.—Such intentions are foreign to my thoughts. I have ever considered, indeed, that the general wants of a congregation assembled for the purpose of divine worship, are best expressed by a form of devotion which may comprehend most advantageously their general necessities and desires; and I in a former publication (Misericordia) I have expressed my sentiments more fully upon the subject. But I am here speaking of the private personal devotion of the closet, which I cannot but think, in all cases, and without exception, requires no such aids; but their use tends rather to cramp the spirit of piety and tempt the mind to lean on the form, while forgetting the power of godliness. And the more I consider the subject, the more I am convinced of the propriety of the observation; and I am only astonished that the very obvious reasons on which it is founded do not carry with them the same conviction to every mind. Every possible apprehension arising from a just sense of the infinite perfections of God and the unworthiness of man, and the fear which keeps back the soul in her devout aspirations, are all removed into the consideration of those gracious and encouraging helps which are held forth, inviting us to draw nigh. Since “God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,” we are now enabled to cry “Abba, Father!” Since “we have such an High Priest over the house of God, who is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God,” we ought to “draw pear, in full assurance of faith.” And since “we have boldness to enter into the holiest by the bleed of Jesus,” shall we not, as the apostle recommends, “come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need?” Methinks, the “spirit of bondage again to fear” ought now to give way to the spirit of adoption: and, while that animating voice is heard from the sanctuary (or, which is just the same thing, the call of God in his word) “Seek ye my face,” the heart may intuitively reply, “Thy face, Lord, will I seek.” And if in this manner you seek the Lord, the promise is absolute, “Thou shalt, find him, if thou seek him with all thine heart and with all thy soul;” “for the Lord is nigh unto them that call upon him; yea, all such as call upon him faithfully. He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him; he also will hear their cry, and will save them.”
And now, what shall I say more, either in recommendation of the principle of private prayer itself, or of the best method of performing it? I am come, indeed to the last page in my book; and had I any better argument to offer, (which I, confess, indeed, I have not) there would be no more room to write it. The thought of this, however, awakens a serious reflection (which in conclusion, I shall beg to leave on the mind of my reader) of the necessity of filling up the pages of the Book of the present Life with every possible improvement, before we come to the end of it, when nothing more can be added. And as you, my indulgent [kind] friend (who have been kind enough to accompany me thus far) will shortly enter also upon the last leaf of your own history, as you are now finishing the last leaf of this humble work; suffer me to write the final lines of this little Fragment, and to serve the whole up before you on the knee of prayer: That God in mercy may sanctify it to the improvement of both writer and reader! that it may make us “wise unto salvation, through the faith which is in Christ Jesus our Lord!”
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